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principles and rules, their actions and attitudes can neither
be explained nor foreseen. Every one of them, therefore,
becomes a menace to other states, and every one becomes
frightened of the fear it causes. It is this psychological
game of crisscrossing fears, partly real and partly imagi-
nary-almost incomprehensible to peoples still fortunate
enough to be governed by legitimate governments-which
caused the second World War, a war desired by no one,
even less by those who were continually threatening the
rest of the world in order to dispel the maddening fear
felt by an illegitimate (government, than by those who
frankly confessed to fearing war as die ultimate evil The
tragedy of 1789-1814 is being repeated. What will be the
result of this awful relapse into an old evil? A great re-
construction which will save us all, as in 1814? An endless
succession of useless wars and revolutions, endless because
no means will be found to end them, as in the Roman Em-
pire after the third century? Wars resulting from the spirit-
ual disorder of an epoch are far more dangerous than wars
caused by a conflict of political interests. But there can be
no doubt about the answer, Europe will be saved again
if it finds, as in 1814, the courage to vanquish the great
panic, and if, in order to vanquish this, it starts again,
as in 1814, at the beginning-by recognizing the right of
opposition to be the safeguard of Western dvilization, the
prerequisite for every legitimate government, the funda-
mental principle of peace and order, the keystone of every
permanent structure.
That is the noble lesson which Louis XVIII left to his
century, a sublime example of foresightedness and courage,
because of which he deserved the title of great. Among all
the fears which had beset the illegitimate governments
created by the Revolution, the most dangerous, the one
which led the Revolution to commit the worst abuses of
force, was the fear of the tight of opposition, the great
innovation which the Revolution had promised Fiance.
All other fears, the aggregate of which made up the gfeat